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St. Benedict’s Catholic        

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 This week, Mrs. Stuart (SENDCo) and I have met with each class teacher to discuss the progress of every 

child. These meetings help us ensure that we are meeting the needs of all our pupils, particularly those 

who may be more vulnerable. Working together in this way helps us give every child the best possible 

chance to flourish. 

It has been lovely to see so much enthusiasm for learning across the school. Year 1 enjoyed a musical 

appreciation session exploring drumming, before having a go themselves. Year 2, ended their DT topic, 

by building their own ‘Moon Buggies’, using wheels, axles and other key components to make their 

vehicles move. Meanwhile, Year 4 enjoyed cooking Jollof rice! 

Congratulations to all the children who received certificates during our ‘Gifts from God’ Celebration 

Assembly. It was wonderful to hear about the many ways you are living out our School Values through 

your kindness, positive behaviour and approach to learning. We are very proud of you all! 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us on Wednesday evening to discuss your child’s 

progress and next steps. Your involvement, encouragement and support make a real difference to your 

child’s learning and development, and we greatly value our partnership with you. 

Yesterday, we said farewell to Mrs H. Edwards and wished her every success as she embarks on an 

exciting new venture in nursery education. We would like to thank Mrs Edwards for her four years of 

dedicated service, supporting our children both at lunchtime and in the classroom. The whole school 

came together for a special assembly to say goodbye and show our appreciation for all Mrs. Edwards 

has contributed to our school community. We wish her every happiness and success in this next 

chapter! 

Finally, I wish all our families a happy, healthy and restful half-term break. I hope you enjoy some special 

time together, and I look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 2nd November. 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs McAlpine 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Month October  

 
In October, we pray with Pope 

Leo for mental health ministry. Let 

us pray for people who are 

feeling very sad, anxious or 

lonely. 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 25th October 2026 

 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all 

your heart.” (Matthew 22:37) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

………………………………………… 

Half Term  

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October  
  

               ………………………………………. 

Friday 13th November  

Flu immunisation YR – Y6 
 

Thursday 19th November 

Used clothing collection 
 

Friday 27th November  

TAG Day (no uniform day) 

(KS1 Chocolates/ KS2 Bottles) 

 2.30pm Rocksteady Concert (for those invited) 
 

Thursday 3rd December 

Year 3 Rochester Cathedral 
 

Friday 4th December  

2.30pm Advent Wreath Service  
 

Wednesday 9th December  

10 am Infant Nativity 

Cross country Event  

Christmas Market 
 

Thursday 10th December 

2pm Infant Nativity 

Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Friday 11th December  

Grandparent’s Tea Party 
 

Tuesday 15th December  

9 am Pre-school Advent Craft and Play 

2.30pm EYFS Nativity  
 

Wednesday 16th December  

2pm Junior Carols 

6pm Junior Carols 
 

Thursday 17th December 

Christmas Dinner 

Christmas Parties 
 

Friday 18th December  

9am Gifts from God Assembly  

(For those invited) 

 

 
 

 

 

       
 

 
Please speak to us if you have any concerns. 

 
 
 

Attendance Winners for Last Week  

 

1st            Year 3 St. Simon's 96.2% 

 
 

Newsletters 
Our Newsletters can be eaily accessed on 

the homepage of the school website. 
 



   

 

  

  

  

 

Year R Year 1 

Year 2 Year 3 

Year 4 Year 5 

Year 6 



 

  

Breakfast Club 

 
Some parents have been leaving their car 

in the middle of the car park when 

dropping their children off to Breakfast 

Club.  This prevents other parents and 

staff gaining access to parking spaces. 

 

Please ensure that you park in the parking 

bays and escort your child to the door of 

the hall.  Thank you  

 

All breakfast club sessions must be pre-

booked for each child using Arbor. 

 

Wet Weather Coats 

 
Please ensure that your child brings a coat in to 

school to wear at break and lunchtimes. 

 

 
 

 

School Dinners 
 

Please remember to pre-order your child’s school 

dinner each week.  You must check out the 

basket after you have made your choices to 

submit to our system.  You can book as many 

weeks ahead as you wish as long as you have 

enough funds to cover the bookings in your 

account. (KS1 universal free school meals do not 

have to pay for meals). 

 

Please see the new Autumn Winter menu for 

Term 2 menu further in the newsletter. 

 

Christmas dinner is on 17th December. There will 

be no jacket potatoes or sandwiches available 

on this day. 

 

 

 

Foxes Den-After School Care  

 
 

If you are registered for wrap-around-

care, you are now able to book for the 

next term (Term 2) in Arbor.  This is a 

change to the way you booked in Term 1.   
 

You must have the funds in your Arbor 

account to pre-book the sessions. 
 

Cancelled or moved sessions will not be 

refunded (the system does not allow this) 

so ensure you have the correct dates you 

require when booking.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 

 

Message from the Children’s Commissioner 
Have Your Say – Take Part in The Big Future Survey! 
Do you think adults and politicians really listen to young people? The Children’s Commissioner 
for England wants to hear directly from you about your life, your future, and the changes you 
want to see. 
The Big Future is a national survey for children and young people aged 0–18 across England. 
It’s your chance to share: 

• what matters most to you, 
• your hopes for the future, 
• your biggest concerns, 
• and what you think makes a good childhood today. 

The results will help adults in government understand what children and young people really 
think and what needs to change. 
 Complete the survey here: 
www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 
 

CLOSING DATE IS TODAY! 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

Music  

Year 4 Jollof Rice  

 

  



 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Christmas Card Design 

Competition  
 

 Kent Catholic Schools’ Partnership  
 

 

https://www.kcsp.org.uk/Work/SCITT/


 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Friday 6th November 2026 
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Parish News  

 

 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/2026-10-18-Newsletter.pdf


 

  

 

Choices and Opportunities 2026 

Are you a young person in Year 9 or above, or a parent/carer supporting them as they prepare 
for adulthood? 

Join us next week at our Choices and Opportunities event: 
Wednesday, 28 October 2026 

10am to 4pm (Come along between these hours as you like) 
Glassbox Theatre, MidKent College, Medway Campus 

This free event will help you explore the education, training and employment opportunities 
available to young people as they prepare for adulthood. You'll be able to meet a range of 

organisations, ask questions and find out about the support available for the next stage of their 
journey.  

 
If you'd like to attend, please book your place. 

Alternatively, please scan the QR code to sign up. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Support and Information All Year Round 
 

The Medway SEND Information Hub provides 
information, advice and guidance for children and 

young people with SEND aged 0-25, and their 
families. It brings together information from 

across education, health and social care, and can 
help you find local services, understand available 

support and access trusted SEND information 
whenever you need it. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kz5QaOc8Ikq_xf_uQhofV6xK1AAZcWlPmhTRypfzHehUNlI5RVZEVzVIMkpUNlA4VEZTTUdOTTFFRC4u&origin=QRCode
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200307/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities_send_information_hub


 

 

 

 
E-scooters 

 
 
Enforcement 
 
The police are obliged to take action against anyone who is caught repeatedly using an e-scooter illegally 
or in a way that causes a nuisance to others. In these circumstances, the police have the power to seize 
the e-scooter under Section 59 of the Police Reform Act/165 of the Road Traffic Act. 

You risk a £300 fine, six penalty points endorsed on your driving licence and the E-Scooter being seized. 
If you do not currently hold a driving licence at the time of the offence, you may be prosecuted and may 
have to go to court, whereby the fine can increase and your ability to obtain a driving licence in the future 
may be affected.  If you purchase an E-Scooter, it can only be used on private land with the landowner’s 
consent. 
 
Fire Safety 

 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service always advise people to use, charge and store lithium-ion batteries safely 
and responsibly to help reduce the risk of a fire.  
 
Lithium-ion batteries, or li-ion batteries (sometimes called LIBs) are found in many household items, 
including mobile phones, laptops, e-bikes, e-scooters, vaping devices, and vacuums.   
 
If used or stored incorrectly, there is a risk these batteries could ignite or start a fire.  
 
To help avoid an emergency, remember to:  
 

• Buy electrical items from a reputable retailer  

• Follow the manufacturer’s guidance on charging and storing 

• Only charge during the day when you are at home, and on a non-flammable surface  

• Always unplug after use or when charged  

• Avoid storing, using or charging batteries at very high or low temperatures 

• Protect batteries from being damaged, such as being crushed, punctured, or immersed in water. If 
a battery has been damaged, don’t use it.  

 
And make sure to register electrical items at www.registermyappliance.org.uk/.  
 
Additional information 
 
For further detailed information regarding e-scooters please visit GOV.UK: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-on-
powered-transporters 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.registermyappliance.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CClaire.Harris%40kent.fire-uk.org%7Cb70e62016eb44aeeab2d08ddf9ddd6c2%7C2bd1b71251b14e0ea3b481bfa47b30c3%7C0%7C0%7C638941453362427256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fNViW46YlMpiedlDuDZZdqiTUgYGhnVN1QoIAb0qRTg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fpowered-transporters%2Finformation-sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters&data=04|01|Nikki.MORRELL%40kent.police.uk|c7d55aeb525d4d8f832908d9000eeef0|f31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d|0|0|637540886413561932|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=x3hEdGnjg8uqOS1TsgmnGqeXyYku%2FDJpALgMudRGskk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fpowered-transporters%2Finformation-sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters&data=04|01|Nikki.MORRELL%40kent.police.uk|c7d55aeb525d4d8f832908d9000eeef0|f31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d|0|0|637540886413561932|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=x3hEdGnjg8uqOS1TsgmnGqeXyYku%2FDJpALgMudRGskk%3D&reserved=0

